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To the President and Congress 
of the United States: 


The recent decision of the Supreme Court, which denies 
the right of citizenship to persons who refuse to abdicate their 
conscience on the question of participation in aimed conflict, forces 
us, the undersigned citizens, to notify the constituted authorities 
of our nation that we share the convictions of those who have been 
denied citizenship. 

Some of the undersigned find it impossible, because of 
religious and moral scruples, to render any kind of combatant service 
in time of war. Others share the conviction of one of the persons 
denied citizenship in the recent Supreme Court decision and cannot 
promise support to the Government until we have had the opportunity 
of weighing the moral issues involved in an international struggle. 

We concur in the minority opinion of the Supreme Court 
that "in the forum of conscience, duty to a moral power higher than 
the State has always been maintained. The reservation of that supreme 
obligation, as a matter of principle, would undoubtedly be made by 
many of our conscientious citizens. The essence of religion is belief 
in a relation to God involving duties superior to those arising from 
any human relation." 


W. S. Abernethy, minister. Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, D. C. 
Peter Ainslie, minister, Christian Temple, Baltimore. 

William F. Anderson, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Boston. 
Robert A. Ashworth, editor. The Baptist, Chicago. 

William H. Boddy, minister. First Presbyterian Church, Chicago. 

W. Russell Bowie, rector, Christ Church, New York City. 

Benjamin Brewster, Bishop of Maine, Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Dan B. Brummitt, editor, Northwestern Christian Advocate, Chicago. 
Hugh L. Burleson, Bishop of South Dakota, Protestant Episcopal Church. 
S. Parkes Cadman, radio minister. Federal Council of Churches of 

Christ in America. 

Samuel McCrea Cavert, general secretary. The Federal Council of the 

Churches of Christ in America. 

Henry Sloane Coffin, president. Union Theological Seminary, New York 

City. 

Abraham Cronbach, professor, Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati. 

A. C. Dieffenbach, editor. The Christian Register, Boston. 

Sherwood Eddy, publicist and author. New York City. 

Fred B. Fisher, minister, Methodist Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Albert Parker Fitch, minister. Park Avenue Presbyterian Church, New 

York City. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, minister. Riverside Church, New York City. 
Charles V/. Gilkey, dean of the Chapel, University of Chicago. 

William E. Gilroy, editor. The Congregationalist, Boston. 
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L. 0- Hartman, editor, Zion T s Herald, Boston. 

Hubert C. Herring, Committee on Cultural Relations with Latin America, 

New York City. 

John Haynes Holmes, minister. Community Church, New York City. 

S. Arthur Huston, Bishop of Olympia, Protestant Episcopal Church, Seattle 
Paul Hutchinson, managing editor. The Christian Century, Chicago. 

Edward L. Israel, chairman, Central Conference of American Rabbis, 

Baltimore. 

Burris Jenkins, minister, Linwood Boulevard Christian Church, Kansas City 
John Howland Lathrop, minister. Church of the Saviour, Brooklyn, New York 
Paul S. Leinbach, editor. The Reformed Church Messenger, Philadelphia. 
Halford E. Luccock, professor, Yale University Divinity School, New Haven 
Louis L. Mann, rabbi, Sinai Temple, Chicago. 

Francis J. McConnell, president. The Federal Council of the Churches of 

Christ in America. 

Harold Marshall, manager. The Christian Leader, Boston. 

C. C. Morrison, editor. The Christian Century, Chicago. 

Mrs. Thomas Nicholson, president. Woman* s Foreign Missionary Society of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church, Detroit. 

Reinhold Niebuhr, professor. Union Theological Seminary, New York City. 
Kirby Page, editor. The World Tomorrow, New York City. 

Albert W. Palmer, president. The Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
Edward L. Parsons, Bishop of California, Protestant Episcopal Church, 

San Francisco. 

Carl S. Patton, moderator. Congregational General Council, Los Angeles. 
William Scarlett, Bishop Coadjutor of Missouri, Protestant Episcopal 

Church, St. Louis. 

Guy Emery Shipler, editor. The Churchman, New York City. 

Ralph W. Sockman, minister, Madison Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, 

New York City. 

Wilson R. Stearly, Bishop of Newark, Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Ernest Fremont Tittle, minister. First Methodist Episcopal Church, 

Evanston, Ill. 

Luther A. Weigle, dean, Yale University Divinity School, New Haven. 
Stephen S. Wise, rabbi. Free Synagogue, New York City. 

Mary E. Woolley, president. Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, Mass. 


Blank for Additional Signature 

Finding myself in agreement with the foregoing statement concern¬ 
ing a decision of the Supreme Court with regard to conscientious objec¬ 
tors to war, I desire to have my name added as a signatory. 

Name _ 

Street Address_ 

City and State_ 

Position_ 

(Tear off and mail promptly to 

Mrs. Betty Parker Wilks 
347 Madison Avenue, Room 704 
New York City.) 
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